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the syndicate who might enter into professional relations
with them made himself liable to a fine varying from 20 to
100 francs, which might be doubled in the event of a second
offence. One of these three medical men thereupon brought
an action before the tribunal, claiming 100,000 francs

damages against the president and secretary of the syndicate.
In the result the tribunal decided in favour of the syndicate.

Precautions against Cholera.
In several parts of France steps are being taken to prevent 

the importation of cholera by passengers or goods coming
from infected countries. In conformity with a resolution
adopted by the general council of the department of the
Nord 30 military male nurses on Oct. lst proceeded from
Lille to the railway stations of Qui&eacute;vrain and Jeumont, where
they will do duty under the regulations for the prevention of
cholera. Very strict measures are being taken with respect
to goods brought from Naples. At Lyons the railway trains
conveying emigrants from Italy to Havre are disinfected and
their water-closets are examined.

Conference on Cancer.
The International Conference on Cancer met on Oct. lst in

the large amphitheatre of the Faculty of Medicine, 22 nations
being officially represented. M. Doumergue, the Minister of
Public Instruction, opened the proceedings, and among the
more prominent members of the audience mention may be
made of Professor Czerny of Heidelberg (president of the con-
ference), Professor Bouchard (president of the French League
against Cancer), Professor Landouzy, Professor Chantemesse,
Professor Pozzi, Professor Widal, Professor Robin, Pro-
fessor Delbet, Dr. Hallopeau, Dr. Metchnikoff, Dr. Kirchner
of Berlin, Dr. E. F. Bashford of London, and Dr. Delage
of the Institut. In his introductory address the Minister of
Public Instruction, after some words of welcome to the
members of the congress, and to the foreign delegates in
particular, said that science had no frontiers, that feelings
of international friendliness were increasing, and that a cam-
paign against cancer had begun. Professor Czerny said that
it was the French League against Cancer which had given
rise to the international league. He then entered into
technical details regarding cancer, a disease which was, in
his opinion, on the increase ; and, in the next place, he gave
an account of the results which had been obtained since the

year 1906, remarking at the same time that he hoped to see
them improved upon. Professor Landouzy now spoke some
words on behalf of the Faculty, and after him Professor
Bouchard and all the foreign delegates successively addressed
the meeting. Professor Delbet, general secretary of the
conference, then read an interesting report in which he made
a protest against unqualified persons professing to treat

cancer ; he firmly believed that this disease was curable, the
proper treatment being a surgical operation performed in an
early stage, and a similar opinion was expressed by many of
the subsequent speakers. The conference adopted a proposal
made by M. de Hansemann and Professor Delbet recommend-
ing unification of the technical terms relative to cancer
which were employed in various countries. On Oct. 2nd the
members of the conference were received by Dr. Henry de
Rothschild at the Abbaye des Vaux de Cernay.

Oct. 3rd. 
_________________

BERLIN.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The German Association of the Medacal Press.
THE German Association of the Medical Press held its

annual meeting on Sept. llth in Berlin, Dr. Spatz, the
editor of the Miinchener Medicinische Wochenschrift, being in
the chair. Nearly all the leading medical journals and
reviews were represented, and it was stated that about 150
medical periodicals had established a connexion with the
association. The principal subject of discussion was the ques-
tion of reform in some details of medical journalism. The
association took the view that the publication of articles on
medical topics should as much as possible be reserved to the
medical press, and that therefore Festschriften, special reports
and year-books issued on behalf of medical institutions and
hospitals were undesirable. Inaugural dissertations&mdash;i.e.,
the essays written by candidates for the degree of M.D.&mdash;
would in future be reviewed only when an epitome had been
sent to a medical journal. In original articles the addition

of a bibliographical appendix should be avoided. Preliminary
announcements on the results of new researches must contain
only facts and should as much as possible be avoided. The
editor of the Deutsche Medicinischc YVockenschrift then gave
some particulars relative to the black list of authors suspected
of writing articles on behalf of manufacturing chemists,
such articles being in reality advertisements of new phar-
maceutical preparations. The black list has proved very
efficacious, as the chemical manufacturers made less use of
those authors since their contributions ceased to be inserted
or reviewed in the journals belonging to the association. It
was decided to complete the black list by adding the name
of authors who were undesirable for other reasons than the
above mentioned, and to prepare a similar list of journals
whose respectability was doubtful. Advertisements of new
remedies if containing obvious misstatements, and contribu-
tions by authors who had allowed previous publication of
their articles, or portions thereof, in an ordinary news-
paper, would be excluded from the journals belonging
to the Association. This restriction was necessary,
because some authors had written for the daily papers
summaries of their experiences with Professor Ehrlich’s
new remedy. Dr. Posner, the editor of the Berliner
Klinische Wochenschrift, presented a report on the pro-
ceedings of the International Association of the Medical
Press at its meeting held during the International Medical
Congress at Budapest. The influence of the German Asso-
ciation of the Medical Press is evidently being exerted to
raise the general standard of medical journalism.

Professor Ehrlich’s New Remedy.
Professor Ehrlich’s remedy " 606 

" continues to be of the
highest interest for the medical profession, and the paper
which he read at the Congress of the Association of German
Medical Men and Naturalists was the mo"t remarkable event
of that congress. Reports of favourable results obtained with
this preparation are frequent in the medical journals. Dr.
Michaelis, writing to the Berliner Elinische Woohenschrift,
reported that he had administered it in 110 cases. Of these
patients seven suffered from primary ulcer which disappeared
in from one to three weeks ; in one case only a maculo-papular
exanthem occurred but disappeared within 24 hours. In 15
cases there were secondary symptoms, which disappeared in
in two days ; papular exanthemata left only a small pigmenta-
tion after a period varying from 4 to 12 days. There were 22
cases of relapses from syphilis treated formerly by mercury;
the Ehrlich treatment proved very efficacious in these cases
also. A really marvellous effect was, however, observed in 33
cases in which, notwithstanding repeated administration of
mercurials and iodides during several years, the symptoms
did not disappear. The list included some patients who
seemed likely to die within a short time, some who had for
years been unable to work, and some who on account of foetid
ozsena were a burden to their family. There were patients with
ulcerated gummata of the skin, the nose, the lips, and the
tongue, as well as patients suffering from severe pains in the
bones during the night ; they all recovered within a few days.
Professor Ehrlich was deeply impressed by the rapid recovery
of patients who had hitherto derived no benefit from any
kind of treatment. There were some cases of recovery from
inveterate spinal and cerebral syphilis where undoubtedly
a degeneration of the nervous substance had occurred. Of
four cases of congenital syphilis in infants two were

in a moribund state and died in 24 hours after the

injection ; the third, suffering from severe visceral’syphilis,
was free from symptoms on the sixth day after the

injection, but unfortunately died from erysipelas on the
fifteenth day. The fourth infant, who presented a maculo-
papular exanthema, showed desquamation after 24 hours
and the weight increased rapidly. In tabes and general
paralysis the success was doubtful. A feverish reaction was
sometimes totally absent and sometimes only very slight. In
some cases the temperature rose to 39.2&deg; C. Somewhat severe
pain occurred as a rule for some hours. No obnoxious
symptoms were ever observed, and the eyes, the kidneys, the
heart, and the nervous system were never affected. It was
not yet possible to say whether recovery would be permanent
or not. Professor Ehrlich concluded from his experience that
the new treatment was indicated in cases where treatment
by mercury had proved inefficacious because the symptoms
either did not disappear or else had a tendency to relapse,
as well as in cases in which an idiosyncrasy against mercury
existed or in which mercury could not be given because of
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othe: organic diseases such as Bright’s disease. Whether the
new remedy was preferable to mercury for the treatment of
recent syphilis was not yet ascertained. A contra-indication
existed only in cases of severe cachexia.

Proposed Hospital for Juvenile Offendeg-s.
A hospital for juvenile offenders is projected in Berlin.

By the proceedings before the new children’s courts it has
become obvious that many of these culprits suffer from

psychical and bodily abnormalities and hereditary taints.
By adequate medical treatment and care a number of them
may possibly be preserved from becoming irreclaimable
criminals. Children until the age of 16 years are to be
received in the hospitals.

Persistence of -Enteric Fever Bcwrlli in the Urine.
Dr. Niepraschtz, a staff-surgeon of Wesel, writing to the

Zeitschrift fiir Hygiene, reported that in the barracks
of Wesel, which were fitted up with first-rate hygienic
arrangements, epidemics of enteric fever broke out at

irregular intervals. The water was supplied from the

municipal waterworks, the disease was not prevalent in the
town, but 91 cases, of which six were fatal, occurred within
the last four years. It was ultimately found that a non-
commissioned officer passed enteric fever bacilli in his urine.
The man had typhoid seven years ago, but had completely
recovered ; but Widal’s reaction continued to give a positive
result.
Oct. 3rd. 

ITALY.

(FROM OUR OWN OORRESPONDENT.)

Guido Baccelli and the Cholera in Rome.
THE Dean of Italian Medicine, discussing the situation

with a colleague the other day, reiterated his conviction,
already reported in THE LANCET, that cholera will effect no
foothold as an epidemic in Rome. " Here," he added, " we
have a double line of defence : that of the Divizione
Generale della Sanity and that of the Divizione Sanitaria del
Comune, both of them efficient in personnel and equipment,
and both of them, in the day now passing, equal to all its
exigencies in point of skill, experience, and courage. I
have been present," he proceeded, "at all the visitations
of cholera in the city and provinces for the last 56 years.
One of these was at Tivoli, which lasted from 1854 to 1856
inclusive (36 months), but the worst was that in 1867 at
Albano, perhaps the most destructive recorded in the annals
of medicine. With such means of defence as science now
commands the dread of cholera, as an epidemic, is quite
without warrant. True, in several great centres the ’vibrione
colerico’ has acquired, so to speak, the right of citizenship,
but it is never really formidable. Some years ago Finkler
and Prior came to me with the request that I should
examine their microscopic studies on cholera nostras.’ I
advised them to go to Genoa where Asiatic cholera had
declared itself, that they might see the difference, if any,
between the vibrio’ of the one type and that of the other.
They found little or none. For another reason all panic as
to the invasion of cholera has no justification. Cholera, if I

may say so, is an ’honest malady,’ and betrays itself
immediately by the virgula bacillus. As to so-called cases of
’ cholera fulminante,’ I am inclined to be sceptical. Even
when the malady has declared itself in epidemic form such
cases may be counted on one’s fingers. My experience has
been that in 95 patients out of every 100 cholera betrays its
presence by premonitory diarrhoea. The moment this

symptom is in evidence, let the physician be ‘rung up’
immediately, for in that stage science has many resources for
the arrest or elimination of the nzaterzes morbi. Also, the
case should be reported at once to the sanitary authority, if
only to intensify the recognised precautions. These latter
are chiefly to be sought in the ingesta, solid and liquid. The
food should be thoroughly sound ; fish to be freely partaken
of, excluding the crustacea ; vegetables also to be eaten with
impunity, but only after boiling ; personal cleanliness, par-
ticularly in the hands, is de rigueur, before sitting down at
table. Wherever the water is suspected as to purity, it must
be boiled before use. Wine should be taken, but moderately,
and of a generous quality. Lastly, the mens &oelig;qua, and

nothing more." As I write, the Assessore d’Igiene, Dr.

Rossi-Doria, has issued his" notizia ufficiale" " for the last
24 hours. "No new case of cholera in Rome. Only four
suspected cases have been reported, but on examination they
were found to have no relation with cholera. One was a
case of pleurisy, the other three were cases of indigestion.
All the patients at the Lazzaretto are doing:well ; also the
female case at the Tor di Valle."

The Health of Naples.
At 7 P.M. on Sept. 30th the official bulletin announced 17

cases with only five deaths. The improvement in the sanitary
situation continues, slow but steady. The mortality has sunk
from the 58 per cent. of Sept. 29th to 30 per cent. on the
30th. As to the" movimento " at the harbour, from the day
on which it was declared " infected," the steamers carrying
goods have been 74, the number of passengers 4000, while
eight sailing vessels have had to put back to sea without
"operazioni di commercio." Among the exports prohibited
are carpets, articles of domestic use, and rags.

The Health of Genoa.
Here the sanitary authority reports the ’’ salute pubblica

as excellent under every heading. From Sept. 30th at 2 P.M.
there were recorded only two deaths from ordinary maladies
within the preceding 36 hours-an infant and an adult
male-while the number of births had risen to 30.

Oct. lst. 
________________

NOTES FROM INDIA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRSPONDENTS.)

Plague.
THE plague reports for the week ending August 20th;for all

India show a total mortality of 1046. The Bombay Presi-
dency returned 350 deaths, the Central Provinces 114, and
Mysore State, the United Provinces, Rajputana, and Ajmer
Merwara all over 90 deaths each. For the week ending
August 27th the total mortality for all India was 1325.
There were 549 deaths from plague in the Bombay Presi-
dency, 269 in the United Provinces, and 141 in Hyderabad
State. On the recommendation of the Governments of India
and Madras the Mysore State have sanctioned the use of
kerosene oil emulsion for the disinfection of plague-infected
houses. The Sanitary Commissioner of Mysore is, however,
of opinion that kerosene oil emulsion is useful as a destroyer
of fleas, that the Madras emulsion is cheaper and quite
effective, that disinfectant powers are not claimed for
these emulsions, that they cannot be considered to
be of much value except in pucca (stone-built) houses,
and that their use, like the use of disinfectants generally,
is limited by the fact that they cannot affect the fleas or
their ova when lodged in the cracks of the walls of mud-
built huts.

Deaths Caused by TVild Animals.
A return showing the number of persons killed by wild

animals in India is annually compiled and issued by the
Government of India. The total number for 1909 was 2607,
which is an increase compared with the preceding five years.
The increase is specially noticeable in the number of deaths
attributed to tigers in Madras, where the figures rose from 170
in 1908 to 291 in 1909, the districts of Coimbatore and
Vizagapatam being the most dangerous. In Madras
Presidency the number of deaths due to leopards rose from
45 in 1907 to 91 in 1909. In Bengal the number of deaths
caused by tigers fell from 455 in 1908 to 303. There was
also a decrease in Hazaribagh mainly due to the payment in
1908 of special rewards of Rs.50 (B3 6s. 8d.) for every tiger
killed within certain specified areas. The number of deaths
from wolves in Bengal fell from 184 in 1908 to 167, but the
deaths in Hazaribagh from this cause rose from 75 in 1908 to
95, notwithstanding that a special reward of Rs.20 was
offered for every wolf killed within certain areas. The reward
has now been raised to Rs 50. The number of wild animals

destroyed was 17,449, or about 500 less than the number

reported in 1908. Nearly 500 leopards, 1473 tigers, 2850
wolves, and over 2000 bears were killed in the course of the
year. The total number of snakes killed rose from 70,732 in
1908 to 88,503 in 1909.
i Sept.4th.


